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Augustana College

Rock Island, Illinois
MINUTES
Faculty Senate
March 14, 2002 - 11:30 a.m.
Science Building, Room 102

1.

The meeting was called to order by S.A. Fenwick, chair, at 11:32. Roll was
taken. Members unable to attend: David Hill, Nancy Huse, Norm Moline, Mary
Neil, Paul Olsen, Ritva Williams, Karin Youngberg. Excused absence: Richard
Ballman, Michael Green, Heidi Storl.

2.

Upon a motion by Larry McCallum and seconded by Mark Vincent the Minutes
of January 31, 2002 were approved..

3.

Presentation of Candidates for Honorary Degree - Tom Tredway
President Tredway presented information on two candidates for honorary Doctor
of Human Letters degrees, Donald Sundquist and Gary Wollersheim. Donald
Sundquist '57 is the Republican Governor of Tennessee and will be this year's
commencement speaker. Gary Wollersheim, Lutheran bishop of Illinois and
ecumenist, has been instrumental in opening up the next presidency of the college
to non-Lutherans. Gary Wollersheim will be this year's baccalaureate speaker.
Seconded by Tom Bengtson and approved.

4.

Motion from EPC - Rick Jurasek
On behalf of EPC, Rick Jurasek made motions on the following six items for the
approval of the senate.
a. Proposal to add Environmental Chemistry to the list of supporting courses for
Environmental Studies Minor.
Seconded by Megan Quinn and approved.
b. Proposal of the distance education. Rick acknowledged that this proposal did
not address the complexities of distance education but that the proposal
elaborates and updates an earlier policy. The College will need to create a
more nuanced, complex policy in the future. This policy will be in the catalog
under "Non-Resident Study."
Seconded by Peter Kivisto, with the following discussion.
Mark Vincent questioned if the rationale for the policy is a general opinion that
such courses are of lower quality. Rick Jurasek cautioned against this inference,
responding that the proposal is just intended to update and elucidate the extant

policy. Dara Wegman-Geedey added that correspondence courses defeat the
purpose of the small school atmosphere of discourse and community. Mark
Vincent questioned why the distance education policy does not fall under the
Transfer Credit policy. Lou Belby questioned whether transcripts indicated
courses delivered via distance education methods. Mike Kirn answered that when
students petition to take a course once enrolled at Augustana, that the course
description at that point might indicate distance education. On the transcript,
some section numbers might indicate distance education courses and this could be
checked against catalogs for the offering institution on the internet. Lou Belby
expressed his concern about implementing a policy that would be difficult to
enforce. Mike Kirn responded that if the faculty endorse the proposal, the
transcripts office will be vigorous in its oversight of such courses. Jean Sztajer
told the Senate that some universities contract with outside agencies for distance
education courses while granting credit under the name of the university. Rick
Jurasek responded that we have to assume that the university is supervising the
standards of the outside agency. Tom Bengtson stated that Jon Clauss teaches a
course at Augustana that is largely conducted over the internet, and that many
faculty use video, CDs and the internet in teaching. Mike Finnemann responded
that the distinction lies in the off-campus, non-Augustana status of a course. The
discussion is not meant to be about delivery of a course on campus. Kathleen
Suchenski asked for clarification about the location of the policy in the catalog.
The policy is under the rubric of credit earned elsewhere. Rowen SchussheimAnderson stated that that a department approves transfer credits, and asked if a
department still has that authority with this policy. Mike Kirn responded that it
was the same process. Peter Kivisto spoke about the ambiguity of the proposal,
noting that there is a difference between an internet course and courses that make
use of the internet. Esteban Loustaunau asked if students would be allowed to
take two Augustana courses and a distance education course as their third course.
Rick Jurasek responded that distance education courses are separate from the
student's normal load. Jon Hurty sought to clarify the proposal by saying that the
policy applies only to courses taken through another school, and that the media
question is really unrelated to this. The policy does not relate to how we teach on
campus.
Mark Vincent stated that the media question was relevant because if some aspect
of the policy is to control the quality of a course, then distance education courses
should be distinctly different than those offered on campus. Janice Lonergan said
that it was her understanding that department chairs can deny a student's request
to take a summer or distance education course in the major if the department chair
feels it does not meet the standard of courses offered on campus. Rick Jurasek
said that this has not changed, that the policy has only been updated to more
accurately reflect the nature of distance education. Larry McCallum added that
this policy resides in the catalog section talking about credits not earned at
Augustana. Randall Hengst added that the policy seems to just be elaborating on
examples of correspondence courses. Carla Tracy noted that the term
"correspondence course" still occurs in the policy. Rowen Schussheim-Anderson

questioned whether the transfer policy still applies. Ellen Hay responded that the
transfer policy still stands. Tom Bengtson made the point that the courses that
are conducted at other schools similar to how the courses are conducted here
should be considered as regular courses (not distance education).
S.A. Fenwick called the question and the motion was approved.
c. Proposal of three actions in Speech major requirements.
(1) The first being the reduction of the current three-credit senior project to a
two-credit senior project, limited to conceptualization and design work,
with an optional third credit in the next term for highly motivated students.
Seconded by Dara Wegman-Geedey and approved.
(2) The second component proposes increasing the total credits in the major
from 27 to 29.
Seconded by Dara Wegman-Geedey and approved.
(3) The third component proposes the renumbering of SP240 Propaganda to
SP340 Propaganda, along with changes to the course content and
character, to enrich the palate of upper-level offerings for majors.
Seconded by Karin Johnson and approved.
d. Rick Jurasek presented the proposal for change to the Music Education –
Vocal Major. Tightening the pairing of ME325 and ME326 will result in a
reduction of ME120 sections, which is currently required, and duplicates
material covered in ME325.
Seconded by Jon Hurty and approved.
d. ADD: HI 290 The Reich and the Holocaust/H suffix, 3 credits
Examines the history of the Third Reich and the Jewish Holocaust. Focus is
on interpreting evidence and critiquing differing explanations of problematic
issues.
DROP:HI 345
Rick Jurasek noted that such course changes represent the life cycle of
departments as incoming faculty teach to their strengths.
Seconded by Mark Vincent and approved.
f.

ADD: HI 246 Comparative European Revolutions/H suffix, 3 credits

Compares and contrasts major political and social revolutions, concentrating
on the French Revolution(s) of 1789-1799/1815 and the Russian Revolutions
of 1917.
DROP: HI 316
Seconded by David Crowe and approved.
5.

Other Business
There was no other business.

6.

Announcements
President Tredway reminded the Senate of the Faculty Meeting scheduled for
March 21st. He added that anyone who cared to make a motion to end the
discussion of the curricular portion of the General Education proposal and begin
discussion of the governance proposal would have the sympathy of the Chair.

7.

Adjournment
Rowen Schussheim-Anderson moved to adjourn the meeting and Pam Druger
seconded. The meeting was adjourned at 12:15 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted
Jamie Nelson
Secretary

